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This article briefly describes the preparation of Ti-Co and Zr-Co NEG alloys with the 
chemical composition Ti700+x+Co297-x+(Sm+Gd)3 and Zr700+x+Co297-x+(Sm+Gd)3, 
where X=0, 40, 80, 120 in steps. These are made using a traditional solid-state 
reaction method and activated at a temperature of 1000°C. These are analyzed with 
X-ray Diffraction (XRD) for structural analysis, Field Emission Scanning Electron 
Microscope (FESEM) with Energy Dispersive Spectroscopy (EDS) for morphological 
and elemental concentration analysis, Transmission Electron Microscopy (TEM) for 
micro-structural and average particle size analysis, Thermogravimetric Analysis (TG/
DTG), and Differential Scanning Calorimeter (DSC) for gas absorption or desorption 
characteristics studies.  The main objective of this research is to investigate the 
activation process and the gas absorption or desorption (sorption) investigations of 
the Samarium (Sm) and Gadolinium (Gd) substituting rare-earth components in Ti-Co 
and Zr-Co NEG alloys.
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1. Introduction

In the past few years, many NEG alloys have 
been used for different applications in vacuum 
technology [Xu, Yaohua et al (2016); Xiong, Y. 
H.,et al (2008); Xu, Yaohua et al (2016) ].   For 
these reasons, the Zr-V-Ti, Zr-V-Fe, Zr-Al, and 
Zr-Co non-evaporable getter alloys were widely 
used to achieve better vacuum-type devices 
[Xu, Yaohua et al (2006); ZHOU, Hong-guo, et al 
(2007); Petti, Daniela, et al (2010]. Also, these 
are  supports inside chemical reactions of getter 
and gases to maintain good vacuum conditions 
in the machines [Zhou, Chao, et al (2020); Petti, 
Daniela, et al (2010)]. The primary need for non-
evaporable getter materials is low activation 
temperature, high resolvability limitation and 
high conductivity to the absorbed categories, high 
temperature, and high chemical strength. The NEG 

materials with the lowest activation temperature 
are Ti-Co and Zr-Co alloys [Zhang, Y.,et al (2009); 
Deng, Guangxia et al (2013); Moghadam, A. 
et al (2015)]. Therefore, NEG materials are 
essential for obtaining and maintaining vacuum 
conditions for ultra-high or extremely ultra-high 
vacuum (UHV) systems. This paper discussed 
the structure, morphologies, microstructure, 
and gas absorption or desorption performance 
of substituting rare-earth components Sm and 
Gd of NEG getter materials [Yoozbashizadeh,et al 
(2015);  Bu, J. G., et al (2012) Bandyopadhyay, et 
al (2000)]. 

2. Experimental Details of NEG Materials

The composition of the NEG getter alloys is 
derived from stoichiometry ratios starting with 
Ti, Zr, and Co metal powders from Sigma Aldrich 
(99.99%) and rare-earth (RE) components 
Samarium and Gadolinium metal powders from 
Merck (99.99%). The chemical compositions 
are Ti700+x+Co297-x+(Sm+Gd)3 and Zr700+x+Co297-

x+(Sm+Gd)3 synthesized, where X=0, 40, 80, 120 
in steps. The mixed raw powder material was 
first thoroughly grinded for 15 hours using an 
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agate mortar and pestle to add methanol solvent 
for bind the substance. This combined powder 
material was heated in a muffle box furnace for 
1 hour at 350°C to remove the moisture content 
in the metal powder. When the heated powder 
material has cooled to come room temperature, it 
is grinding again for 1 hour to make the materials 
well blended. These materials were then formed 
into pellets in circular discs using a KBr Hydraulic 
Pellet Presser with a pressure of 3 tons for 5 
minutes on the pellet machine to generate NEG 
alloys. These are sintered in a muffle furnace at 
1000°C for 2 hours to make non-evaporable getter 
alloys. The XRD patterns of both series of materials 
were obtained using a Panalytical X-pert pro-
diffract-meter with diffraction angle 2θ ranging 
from 10° to 80° in 0.02° steps. The alloy’s spectra 
were acquired using thermogravimetric analysis 
(TGA) and differential scanning calorimeter 
(DSC) techniques. By studying the weight growth, 
endothermic and exothermic peak behaviors of 
the NEG materials, these measurements can better 
understand the gas absorption capabilities. The 
current measurements were carried out with the 
Mettler Toledo TG/DTG 851e apparatus, which 
has a temperature range of ambient temperature 
to 1000°C in a nitrogen gas atmosphere with a 
heating rate of 10°C/min at a constantly applied 
pressure. A transmission electron microscope 
(TEM) made by the Philips Company, a scanning 
electron microscope (SEM), and an energy 
dispersive spectrometer (EDS) made by JEOL 
were used to look at the materials’ shapes and 
how they were made.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1 X-ray Diffraction Studies

The XRD technique is a universally accepted 
method to determine the behavior of the crystal 
and its structure. The material is basically in 
the form of powder, comprising fine particles of 
material with a single crystalline to be studied. 
This technique is extensively utilized for structure 
analysis, structure determination, crystallite 
size, lattice constant, texture and electron radial 
distribution functions. The XRD analysis for 
the synthesized getter material is carried out 
to study the relation between crystallographic 
properties and their variation with rare earth 
elements substitution. The lattice constant and 
XRD patterns measure the cell volume of each 

sample to assess the influence of RE element 
replacements on the crystalline lattice of the fine 
getter materials developed.	

The obtained X-ray diffraction patterns for the (Ti-
Co-RE) and (Zr-Co-RE) series of NEG materials are 
depicted in Fig.1 and 2 respectively. The (Ti-Co-
RE) series observed to contain 9 major fingerprint 
peaks found around 2θ = 22.72°, 38.97°, 44.19°, 
47.58°, 54.49°, 59.87°, 69.14°, 73.16°, and 79.51°  

with the h,k,l values are  (1 1 1), (2 2 0), (3 1 1), 
(2 2 2), (4 0 0), (3 3 1), (4 2 2), (5 1 1) and (4 4 0) 
legibly identified with JCPDS Card No # 00-152-
5181. It is interesting to note the four strong peaks 
found around 2θ = 38.97°, 44.19°, 54.49° and 69.14° 
are corroborated with the earlier investigations. 
With the decrease of Co content in the chemical 
composition, the major diffraction peaks are 
shifted to the lower angle side. Unit Cell software 
calculates the values of their related Bragg angles 
and the lattice parameter. The crystallite sizes of 
the (Ti-Co-RE) getter materials are determined 
using the Debye-Scherrer formula based on the 
FWHM of the most intense diffraction peak (3 1 
1) [Rostoker, W., et al (1952); Yu, T.-H. Lin, S.-J. et 
al (1972); Phromma, Siripond, et al (2020)]. All of 
these values are listed in the Table.1.

 The present materials have been determined 
to have cubic phases (Ti2O) of the face-centered 
cubic (FCC) type, which have the same structure 
as ß-titanium with the space group Fd-3m. With 
a drop in Co concentration, the lattice constant, 
lattice volume, and crystallite sizes rise, whereas 
concentration increases [Rostoker, W., et al 
(1952)]. The obtained average values of crystallite 
size are in the range of 11.00 nm to 13.00 nm, as 
shown in Table1. The increase of crystallite size, 

 Fig.1: XRD patterns of (Ti-Co-RE) series alloys. .
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particularly for lower concentrations of cobalt, 
increases the surface area of the materials. 
Contrary to this, lattice parameter (a) and unit 
cell volume were found to increase with the 
decreased content of cobalt. Significantly starting 
composition of the alloy with lower Ti and higher 
Co contents too found to show higher values of 
all the parameters such as crystallite size, lattice 
parameter (a), and unit cell volume [Phromma, 
Siripond, et al (2020)]. These may be understood 
based on the crystalline nature of cobalt and 
titanium elements. 

In the XRD pattern, small diffraction peaks 
of (TiO) phase exhibiting cubic structure and 
2θ=36.46°, 59.63°, and 72.58° corresponding to 
h,k,l values are (1 1 1), (2 2 0), and (3 1 1) were 
observed with JCPDS card no.00-153-6851. Other 
small diffraction peaks of the Co3O4 cubic phase 
observed at 2θ=31.18°, 65.78°, 70.19°, & 74.66° 
corresponding to the h,k,l values are (2 2 0), (4 4 
0), (6 0 0), and (6 2 0) planes, respectively (JCPDS 
card no.00-152-6734). When Ti concentration was 

increased to 120%, the intermetallic decreased. 
The RE effect should be observed clearly in the 
lattice parameter, unit cell volume and crystalline 
size, which are increasing [Wu, Jun. “In-situ, et al 
(2012); Sato, Shintaro, (2005); Straumal, B. B., A. et 
al (2018); Behnajady, Mohammad A et al (2015)].  
The prepared (Ti-Co-RE) by traditional heating 
has the standard value of lattice parameter 6.7300 
Å. It is clear that our calculated experimental 
lattice parameter increases with the addition of 
rare elements. The NEG materials should benefit 
from this. The small amount of amorphous 
crystallite regions in Fig. 1 decreases the FWHM 
of the diffraction peaks according to Scherrer’s 
formula [Bamne, Jyoti, et al (2018); Song, Ho-Jun, 
et al (2014)].

Fig.2 shows the XRD pattern of (Zr-Co-RE) getters 
at different concentrations prepared at a sintering 
temperature of 1000°C. This series observed to 
contain 11 major fingerprint peaks at 2θ=20.15°, 
27.40°, 32.93°, 34.17°, 38.47°, 43.71°, 47.79°, 53.97°, 
63.07°, 69.20°, and 75.93° the observed h,k,l values 

Table1: Lattice parameter, Unit cell volume, Crystallite size values and Intensity of synthesized

Ti640+x+Co297-x+(Sm+Gd)3 where x varies between x=0 to 120 insteps of 40

value (x)
M ax Peak
h k l (31 1)

2θ  (deg)

d(Spac-
ing)Å

Lattice 
Constant 
“a” (Å)

FWHM
θ (deg)

Volume
(V cm3)

Crystallite 
Size
(nm)

Intensity
(I)

0 44.72 2.02 6.69 0.75 300.76 11.41 96

40 44.78 2.04 6.76 0.74 309.72 11.50 94

80 44.86 2.05 6.78 0.73 312.01 11.74 109

120 44.95 2.06 6.83 0.71 318.92 12.17 118
(Ti-Co-RE) NEG materials.

Table2: Lattice parameter (a), Unit cell volume, Crystallite size values and Intensity of synthesized 
(Zr-Co-RE) NEG material.

Zr640+x+Co360-x+( Sm+Gd)3 where x varies between x=0 to 120 insteps of 40
value (X) MaxPeak

h k l (1 1 2)
2θ (deg)

d(Spacing)Å Lattice 
Constant 
“a” (Å)

FWHM
θ (deg)

Volume
(V cm3)

Crystallite 
Size
(nm)

Intensity
(I)

0 34.18 2.56 a=3.44

b=10.86

c=8.98

 0.59
328.92

14.09 170
40 34.74 2.57 0.57 14.40 180
80 34.86 2.59 0.56 14.67 197
120 34.95 2.62 0.54 15.31 254
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are (0 0 2), (1 1 0), (0 4 0), (1 1 2), (1 3 1), (0 2 
4), (1 3 3), (0 2 5), (2 2 2), (0 8 0) and (1 7 3) 
these legibly identified with JCPDS Card No # 00-
152-4752. It is interesting to note the five strong 
peaks found around 2θ = 34.17°, 38.47°, 43.71°, 
53.97° and 75.94° are corroborated with the 
earlier investigations [26-28]. The orthorhombic 
structure Zr3Co, which has a stronger activation 
condition, is a base-centered orthorhombic 
system that permits translation in one of the base 
planes and the related space group Cm cm (63). 
The values of their corresponding Bragg angles 
and the lattice parameter (a) can be calculated 
by using Unit Cell software. By using Debye-
Scherrer’s the crystallite sizes of the present (Zr-
Co-RE) alloys are evaluated based on the FWHM of 
the most intense diffraction peak (1 1 2) equation 
[Xu, Yaohua , et al (2016); Petti, Daniela, et al 
(2010); Yoozbashizadeh, et al (2015); Bu, J. G., et 
al (2012)]. All these values are listed in Table 2. 
At higher sintering temperatures, the crystalline 
size increases with increasing Zr concentration. 
The d-spacing and intensities increase when 
the Zr concentration is increased. The FWHM is 
decreased when the Co concentration is decreased 
[Kripyakevich, et al (1970); Suyama, et al (1987); 
Lambert,  et al (2001)].

The average crystalline size of the getter alloys 
was estimated to be 14.05 nm to 15.05 nm, 
respectively. The standard average lattice 
parameters of the orthorhombic crystal structure 
are a=3.27Å, b=10.84Å and c=8.95Å. Also, the 
volume is 317.25Å3. This significantly enhances 
the absorption capacity of these alloys. Other 
small diffraction peaks of ZrO2 phases are the 
orthorhombic structure which can be observed 
at 2θ=33.84°, 35.12°, 61.29°, 68.38° and 78.94° 

corresponding to h,k,l values (0 2 0), (0 0 2), (3 1 
1), (1 2 3) and (3 3 0) planes respectively (JCPDS 
card no. 00-154-5065). Another small diffraction 
peak of the CoO2 phase, which is orthorhombic 
structure, was observed at 2θ=52.85°, 61.05°, 
75.42°, and 77.19°corresponding to h,k,l values  
(2 0 9), (2 0 11), (0 2 8) and (2 0 15) planes 
respectively (JCPDS card no. 00-152-6822). This 
could significantly enhance the sorption capacity 
of these alloys [Zhao, Zhenmei, et al (	 2009); 
Petti, Daniela,  et al (2010); Heshmatpour, et al 
(2011); Qian, Z., et al (1998)].	  

3.2 Thermal Analysis (TG/DTA and DSC)

Thermogravimetric analysis (TG/DTA) measures 
the mass changes in a compound as temperature 
varies and is mainly used to determine phase 
transitions in materials. The TG graphs are 
often plotted as temperature against mass 
change percentage. A differential weight growth 
curve (DTA) helps to determine the phase 
transition temperature by recognizing the 
point where weight gain is most visible. These 
tests were carried out in nitrogen gas, with the 
powder materials being heated to a maximum 
temperature of 1000°C at a rate of 10°C/min. 
The DSC determines how much energy (heat) 
the sample absorbs or releases when heated, 
cooled, or stored at a moderate temperature. The 
melting point, crystallization, glass transition, and 
oxidation time are all measured using DSC. It is a 
standardized DSC test that determines the level of 
stabilization of material assessments [Song, Ho-
Jun, et al (2014)]. Finally, thermal investigations 
demonstrate how the material’s properties are 
affected by temperature. This section focuses on 
thermally induced modifications, occurrences, 
transformations, and reactions to better 
understand the synthesis mechanism.

The TG/DTG and DSC graphs for the synthesized 
compositions of Ti700+x+Co270-x+(Sm+Gd)3 and 
Zr700+x+Co270-x+(Sm+Gd)3 (where x varies in steps 
of 040 between x = 0, 40, 80, 120) non-evaporable 
getter materials are shown in the Fig. 3 & 4. These 
four types of samples of pure 99.9% (Ti-Co-RE) 
substance with different weights (a) 4.3mg at X=0 
(b) 4.2mg at X=40 (c) 4.1mg at X=80 (d) 4.4mg at 
X=120 and (Zr-Co-RE) substance with different 
weight (a) 4.5mg at X=0 (b) 5.1mg at X=40 (c) 
4.6mg at X=80 (d) 4.9mg at X=120, were used for 
TG/DTA analysis. Also, the four types of samples 

Fig.2: XRD patterns of (Zr-Co-RE) series alloys.
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pure 99.9% (Ti-Co-RE) substance with different 
weights (a) 5.1mg at X=0 (b) 4.6mg at X=80 (c) 
5.4mg at X=80 (d) 4.7mg at X=120and (Zr-Co-RE) 
substance with different weight (a) 4.8mg at X=0 
(b) 5.3mg at X=40 (c) 4.4mg at X=80 (d) 5.2mg at 
X=120, were used for DSC analysis. 

In the series of (Ti-Co-RE) getter materials, 
the nitrogen-sorption characterization was 
investigated by heating the getter sample from the 
temperature 30°C to 1000°Cwith flowing nitrogen 
atmosphere with a heating rate of 10°C/min by 
thermogravimetric analysis. In this, it is observed 
that in the first step of TG curves in Fig.3, a small 
weight decreases with increasing temperature 
from 30°C to 200°C; this indicates that desorption of 
physisorbed gas molecules (the physical bonding 
of gas molecules to the surface of the getter alloy) 
[Li, Chien-Cheng, et al (2006)]. The next small 
slope from the temperature range of 200°C to 
280°C is due to an increase in sorption. The third 
slope located from the temperature 280°Cto 450°C 
is due to equilibrium of weight established due to 
nitrogen sorption and desorption of chemisorbed 
water vapor. The fourth bigger slope is located 
from 450°C to 950°C is due to continuous nitrogen 
sorption to the getter alloy [Wesley W.M. (1986)]. 
All the slopes in Fig.3, getter materials are almost 
the same; the increase in the weight is due to the 
adsorption of nitrogen molecules on the surface 
of the getter material samples. The larger weight 
gain of the (Ti-Co-RE) getter material is due to 
its higher absorption capacity observed for an 
increase in titanium metal powder weight and 
decrease in the cobalt metal powder weight 
and higher surface area of this kind of getter 
material [Surendra, K., et al (2021)]. The reaction 
mechanism of the nitrogen absorption on (Ti-Co-
RE) getter materials contain many compound 
reactions, such as absorption and desorption on the 
sample’s surface reaction rate between nitrogen 
and surface of the metal powder and distribution 
rate of nitrogen atoms in the getter material. After 
a higher sample temperature from 450°C to 950°C 
with flowing nitrogen increases the weight of the 
getter materials (Ti-Co-RE). The total weight gain 
in all TG curves estimated to be (a) 0.102 mg at 
X=0, (b) 0.104 mg at X=40, (c) 0.106 mg at X=80, 
and (d) 0.113 mg at X=120 concentrations. The 
alloy takes on an extreme solid form after being 
heated to a higher temperature of 1000°C also it is 
thermally stable [David R. Gaskell, (1995)].

The differential thermal analysis (DTA) curve 
is displayed against temperature and DTA-uV. 
The DTA curves of these non-evaporable getter 
materials exhibit two kinds of phase shifts 
due to their composition (Ti-Co-RE) when the 
temperature increases from 30°C to 540°C. On the 
positive axis side and from 540°C to 980°C. On the 
negative axis side, two-phase peaks are created 
that are the spinel phases for the non-innovate 
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of these NEG compounds [Li, Chien-Cheng, et al 
(2006)]. Due to the exothermic or endothermic 
changes in the solid-state processes, the phase 
I-II positive side and phase II-III negative side 
can alter between these temperatures. The DTA 
investigations demonstrate that the exothermic 
reaction between the metal alloy and nitrogen 

occurs between 250°C and room temperature due 
to the absorption in Phase I-II. The endothermic 
reaction occurs when the temperature is between 
540°C and 1000°C in phases II-III.

In Fig. 3, the corresponding differential scanning 
calorimetry (DSC) curves of the (Ti-Co-RE) 
composition are presented. There are notable 
exothermal curve plots between 180°C and 300°C, 
which are connected to the reaction of the getter 
alloy with nitrogen gas molecules. However, there is 
a broad endothermic peak for the getter materials 
between 300°C and 350°C. The reaction between 
nitrogen gas and NEG alloy causes the exothermal 
peak. The (Ti-Co-RE) getters’ reducing reaction is 
related to the endothermic peak. According to the 
findings, activation at 350°C for an hour reduced 
oxidized (sorption) of (Ti-Co-RE) on the alloy’s 
surface to a metallic state. The oxidized titanium 
still communicates extremely well, though. 

The results from the oxidized titanium 
displacement reaction and Fig.3 show the 
exact results. The weight gain studies in the 
following nitrogen gas by the thermogravimetric 
measurement demonstrate the mechanism of 
nitrogen absorption or adsorption and surface 
reaction. The non-evaporable getter base material 
has a higher capacity to absorb the residual 
gases of oxygen, nitrogen, carbon, hydrogen etc. 
[J.T. Ellingham, (1994)]. The nitrogen-sorption 
characterization of the second series of (Zr-Co-
RE) getter materials was investigated by heating 
the getter sample from room temperature 30°C 
to 1000°C in flowing nitrogen atmosphere with a 
heating rate of 10oC/min by thermo-gravimetric 
analysis. It is observed that in one-step of pure 
(Zr-Co-RE) samples of TG curves in Fig.4, there 
is a flat top (thermally equilibrium stage) from 
the temperature from 30°C to 310°C; this is the 
desorption of physisorbed gases (the physical 
bonding of molecules to the surface of the getter 
alloy). The next second highest slope located from 
the temperature range of 310°C to 950°C indicates 
sorption of nitrogen continuously increases to the 
getter alloy; this can be observed in Fig. 4 of TG 
curves [Larson, Erica J., et al (2002)]. The increased 
weight the getter materials (Zr-Co-RE) in all TG 
curves shows a total weight gain of approximately 
estimated that of (a) 0.622mg at X=0, (b) 0.475mg 
at X=40, (c) 0.672mg at X=80, and (d) 0.263mg at 
X=120 concentrations respectively. After heating 
at a higher temperature of 1000°C for TGA 

Fig. 3. TG-TDA and DSC of (Ti-Co-RE) NEG 
material results.
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analysis, the alloy shows a powerful solid form. It 
shows thermally most stable. The DTA is the same 
as the previous series (Ti-Co-RE) for the phase 
changes [Keiteb, Aysar S., et al (2016); Naseri, 
Mahmoud Goodarz, et al (2011)].

Fig. 4 shows the corresponding differential 
scanning calorimetry (DSC) curves for the 
composition of (Zr-Co-RE). When the getter alloy 
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reacts with nitrogen gas molecules, there are 
notable exothermal peaks for the curves between 
180°C and 250°C and 275°C for all plots. In contrast, 
a broad endothermic peak in the temperature 
range of 275°C  to 350°C  is shown for the getter 
materials. The reaction between the NEG alloy 
and nitrogen gas produced the exothermal peak. 
The reducing reaction of the (Zr-Co-RE) getters is 
related to the endothermic peak. [GoodarzNaseri, 
et al (2010); Garcia, JoelsonCott, L. et al (2006); Yun, 
S. H., S. Cho, M. H. (2010); S. Konish et al, (1995)]. 
According to the findings, activation at 350°C for 
an hour reduced the oxidized (sorption) surface 
of (Zr-Co-RE) alloys to an elemental phase. But 
the oxidized zirconium still communicates quite 
effectively. The oxidized titanium’s displacement 
reaction causes this, and the complete findings are 
shown in Fig. 4. Thermogravimetric examination 
of weight increase tests in flowing nitrogen 
reveals the mechanisms of nitrogen absorption or 
adsorption and surface response, respectively. The 
ability of the non-evaporable getter metal powder 
to absorb leftover oxygen, nitrogen, carbon, and 
hydrogen gases is increased [N. Bekris et al, 
(2006); Yuan, Peng, et al (2019); Valdre, G., D. et 
al (1999)].
	
3.3 SEM with EDS (EDX) Analysis

The typical SEM images of RE substituted 
spinel structured Ti700+x+Co297-x+(Sm+Gd)3 and 
Zr700+x+Co297-x+(Sm+Gd)3 is shown in Fig.5 & 
6. The SEM uses a scanning electron beam to 
characterize the morphology of the synthesized 
samples. In this technique, a beam of electrons 
from an electron gun interacts with the sample. 
Energy is exchanged between the electron and 
the material, producing high-energy electrons 
and extra electrons due to elastic and inelastic 
scattering. Thus, the SEM produces structural 
images of the samples and the size in the range of 

micro-meters [Xu, Yao Hua, et al (2019); Ashiri, R. 
(2013)]. The surface elemental analysis is carried 
out using (EDX) apparatus attached to the SEM. 
With the high activation temperature of 1000°C 
for 60 minutes, the (Ti-Co-RE) & (Zr-Co-RE) getter 
powders, the nucleated crystalline has seen the 
surface of the synthesized getter powder grow, 
and particle size distribution becomes narrower 
[Ashiri, Rouholah. (2012); Zavaliy, I. Yu, R. et al 
(2005)]. SEM images show the formation of nano-
crystalline cubic (Ti2Co phase) and orthorhombic 
(Zr3Co phase) structures [Heyder, R., L., et al 
(1996)]. In both series, the grain size seems to 
have grown to be in the 10 nm to 15 nm range.

Additionally, it is discovered that the size grows in 
the NEG samples as replaced RE increases, which 
is strongly associated with the XRD pattern. The 
homogenous particle size distribution of the NEG 
materials suggests that they have good crystalline 
nature and are in good agreement with the 
XRD pattern. Every SEM image reveals that the 
resulting surfaces are porous, with particles with 
metallurgical structure. These getters increase the 
specific surface area, gas sorption capacity and 
gives minimal strength requirements. In addition, 
every sample that has been prepared has a porous 
structure that allows gas atoms to diffuse through 
getter materials more efficiently.

The structural stability of the (Ti-Co-RE) and 
(Zr-Co-RE) non-evaporable getter materials are 
investigated using EDS. Besides the free energy 
deposition of Ti, Zr, Co, and RE oxides, no other 
impurity peaks were exhibited in the spectra, 
as shown in Fig.7 and 8, showing that the most 
stable compounds are more than TiO2, ZrO2, and 
Co2O2. The dissociation of Ti, Zr oxides and RE 
oxides occur when the NEG getter materials are 
heated to a high temperature of 1000°C, which is 
beneficial for getter activation. The tables indicate 
the proper atomic and weight percentage ratios 
measured by both series.

3.4 Morphology and Size Distribution by using 
(TEM)

Microstructure and related parameters such as 
average grain size and grain growth type, which 
determine the mechanical strength of materials, 
can be aided by morphological analysis. For RE 
substitution (Sm & Gd), the obtained micrographs 
of the (Ti-Co-RE) and (Zr-Co-RE) series of non-

Fig. 4. TG-TDA and DSC of (Zr-Co-RE) NEG 
material results.
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Fig. 5. Results of SEM micrograph of (Ti-Co-RE) NEG material.
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Fig. 6. Results of SEM micrograph of (Zr-Co-RE) NEG material.
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Fig. 7. Results of Energy Dispersive Spectroscopy EDS of (Ti-Co-RE) NEG material.
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Fig. 8. Results of Energy Dispersive Spectroscopy EDS of (Ti-Co-RE) NEG material.
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evaporable getter materials are shown in Fig.9 
to 12. The grain distribution in these photos is 
uniform. Lower and higher concentrations have 
average particle sizes of 10.85nm (X=0) and 
12.09nm (X=120), respectively [Straumal, Boris B., 
et al (2019)]. It was discovered that as the titanium 
concentration increased, the average particle size 
also increased. Lower and higher concentrations 
have average particle sizes of 10.85nm (X=0) and 
12.09nm (X=120), respectively.

Furthermore, it was discovered that as the titanium 
concentration increases, the average particle size 
increases [Ellingham, et al (2017)]. The second 
NEG series (Zr-Co-RE) demonstrates the formation 
of an orthorhombic crystal structure of Zr3Co. 

Fig. 9. TEM images and particle size distribution 
histogram of (Ti-Co-RE) lower concentration 
(X=0).

Fig. 10. TEM images and particle size distribution 
histogram of (Ti-Co-RE) higher concentration 
(X=120).

Fig. 11. TEM images and particle size distribution 
histogram of (Zr-Co-RE) lower concentration 

Fig. 12. TEM images and particle size distribution 
histogram of (Zr-Co-RE) higher concentration 
(X=120).
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Lower and higher concentrations have average 
particle sizes of 13.99nm (X=0) and 14.54nm 
(X=120), respectively. When RE concentrations 
are added, the average particle size and d-spacing 
increase. The TEM micrographs in the pictures 
show that the NEG materials effectively absorb 
residual gases in both cases. The fact that the two 
series, nano-sized Ti2Co and Zr3Co, may improve 
the specific surface area and grain boundaries, 
allowing for fast gas diffusion, is remarkable. 
Because of the microstructure alteration, this 
could be an excellent way to increase the sorption 
capacity of NEG materials [Bourim, El-Mostafa; 
(2018); Rokosz, Krzysztof, et al (2016)].

4. Conclusions

The effects of samarium and gadolinium (RE) 
in Ti-Co and Zr-Co non-evaporable getters are 
investigated in the present study, and the following 
conclusions are established.

a. The non-evaporable getter materials (Ti-Co-
RE) and (Zr-Co-RE) were effectively synthesized 
at a temperature of 1000°C, and their sorption 
properties were investigated.

b.  According to the XRD results in both series, when 
the cobalt content lowers, the FWHM reduces. 
Interatomic spacing, lattice constant(a), cell 
volume(V), crystalline size (D), and Intensity(I) 
are all growing, and phase changes were shown 
in both series. When the lattice parameter is 
increased in both series, the NEG absorb the 
remaining gases more efficiently. The surface of 
the getter begins to pump more gases into the 
getter when these parameters are increased.

c. TG and DTA experimental results in the (Ti-Co-
RE) series demonstrate that nitrogen sorption 
increases from 450°C to 950°C and physisorbed 
gas desorption rises from 30°C to 450°C. In the 
(Zr-Co-RE) series, the temperature increases 
from 300°C to 310°C, resulting in the desorption 
of physisorbed gases from the getter. After that, 
the temperature increases from 310°C to 950°C. 
The getter gradually enhances nitrogen sorption. 
This is a positive sign if the materials are NEG.

d.  The SEM with EDS study indicated that sintering 
at higher temperatures results in porous pellets 
with increased specific surface area and gas 
sorption capacity in both series. In addition, the 

EDS graphs revealed the getter material’s optimal 
weight and atomic percentage.

e.   According to TEM microstructure investigations, 
the crystalline size of XRD patterns is proportional 
to the rise in particle size in a series; the histogram 
patterns can illustrate given above. The adsorption 
capacities of the non-evaporable getter materials 
increase as the activation temperature increases.
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